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Once there was nothing. Then there was something . . .  

 

Take a trip into the past––from the explosive beginnings of our planet through the 

formation of the Australian landscape, the deeply entrenched history of our Indigenous 

people and past the white-sailed ships of the First Fleet to modern day Australia, in this 

fascinating journey through time. 

 

Beginning with the creation of our country’s land, climate and modern-day shape, 

Australian Story: an illustrated timeline presents the key moments in our country’s 

geographical, faunal and floral formation, its first indigenous inhabitations, and modern 

day settlement. 

 

Featuring succinct entries on historical moments over the past 47 billion years, Australian 

Story covers such topics as ecological change, social upheaval, politics, invention, the 

industrial age, war, immigration, celebration, culture and modern technology––and 

presents it in a way that is visual, fun and thoroughly entertaining for Key Stage I and II 

children. 

 

Illustrated with a striking collection of photographs and images from the NLA’s digital 

collection, this is history for children like never before. A fascinating snapshot of our 

country, Australian Story tells who we once where, who we are today . . . and where we 

are going. 

 

 



 

MARKET  

• children aged 6 to 12 or primary school-aged, Key Stage I and II 

• teachers & librarians, for use as complementary educational text 

• Parents keen to introduce their children to fascinating child-friendly history 

• visitors & tourists as a memento of our beautiful country 

 

SALES POINTS  

• the book is both entertaining and educational for children 

• created with assistance from history, education and cultural advisors 

• there is no other children’s book of this style on the Australian market today 

• the book makes use of the NLA’s impressive digital collection 

• it exposes children to an easily-absorbed account of Australian history 

• the book celebrates our history and achievements in a nonpartisan way 

• the book can be used for both entertainment and educational purposes 

• it is an historical snapshot of our country as it stands today 

 

 
 

                
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tania McCartney 

Tania McCartney is a published and self-published author of both children’s books and 

adult non-fiction. Her works include You Name It (Hodder Headline 1995), Beijing Tai 

Tai (TM Press, 2009), Handmade Living: a designer collective (Handmade Press 2010) 

and the Riley the Little Aviator series (Riley and the Grumpy Wombat: A journey around 

Melbourne, Ford Street Publishing 2011). She is also an established magazine writer, 

editor and blogger. Tania is fascinated by history. She studied modern history as part of 

her university studies and is an avid reader of history books. She lives in Canberra with a 

husband, two kids and a mountain of books. 

 
For further information contact Maureen Brooks at the National Library on (02) 6262 1594. 

 

 


